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Anthem  

Benedicite Omnia Opera ðHerbert Sumsion  
O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:  

 Praise him and magnify him forever  

O ye Angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:  

 Praise him and magnify him forever  

O ye Heavens, O ye waters that be above the firmament  

 Bless ye the Lord  

O all ye powers of the Lord, O ye Sun and Moon,  

 O ye Stars of Heaven, bless ye the Lord:  

Praise him and magnify him forever...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Christ in all Creation  
 



The Confession:  
God we are a part of your creation  
    and you have given humankind the special task  

of caring for the creatures of the earth, the sky and the sea.   
Yet the way we live our lives has led to global warming, climate change,  
and destruction of the environment and the habitats of the creatures of the earth. 
 
Forgive us for making technology a priority at the expense of caring for the environment 
    and for obsessing about the latest must haves;   
forgive us for letting consumerism consume us;  
    for forgetting the difference between wants and needs. 

Creator, we disfigure your world. 
Lord have mercy  Lord have mercy  
 
Forgive us for thinking that the creatures of the earth are not as important as us;  
for knowing that our world is in trouble,  
animals becoming extinct, and seas rising  
    yet doing nothing about it;  
forgive us for all the times we have said: 
ñItôs too big,  
    Itôs too hard,  

I canôt make a differenceò 

Redeemer, we reject your redemption, and crucify you daily. 
Christ have mercy  Christ have mercy  
 
Forgive our complacency in New Zealand,  
      our actions which disregard the future,  
    for complaining about others when we ourselves are not faultless.   
Forgive our individual acts,  

our communal failure,  
our global apathy. 

Giver of life, we too often choose death. 
Lord have mercy  Lord have mercy  
 
In silence before God, we confess our sins...  

 

Absolution:  
God calls to us from deep places  
giving us courage and the will to care.   
+  God forgives you.  Be at peace. 

 
Reading: Isaiah 55 10 -13 
 
Reflection:  
Over two thousand five hundred years ago the Jewish believers were returning to their 
homeland after the bitter years of defeat, suffering, loss and exile. Isaiahôs prophetic voice 
offers not only comfort, but exultant hope. God's power in creation is the symbol for a re-

newal of life and spiritual power for all succeeding generations. Along with them, we are 

encouraged to have hope, to believe in the re-creative power of God, and to use the skills 
God has given us. We are called to be partners with God in healing and wholeness to our 
world. 



Reflection:  
 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, a Welshman, was one of the greatest poets in English of the 19th 
century.  He was a Jesuit priest and his poetry is deeply religious.  He has a strong sense 
of  God's presence in the whole of creation, and his poetry also expresses a deep desire for 
the preservation of the natural world. 

  

Godôs Grandeur 

 
 
THE WORLD is charged with the grandeur of God. 
  It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
  It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
  And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 
  And wears manôs smudge and shares manôs smell: the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
  There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 
And though the last lights off the black West went 
  Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springsð 
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 
  World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 

Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844ï89) 

 


